
Long Island Rail Road — 
Intermediate School 
Safety Contest 

Congratulations to Maryjo 
Kramer, and her teacher Mrs. 
Kastner, for creating the win-
ning safety picture!   The LIRR 
is providing her class with 
complimentary admission to 
Madame Tussaud’s Wax Mu-
seum in Manhattan which has 
nine stories of interactive en-
tertainment.   

DATES TO  
REMEMBER 

 

• April 12  7:30                     
Risky Business 

• April 14  7:30                   
5th into 6th 
Grade   Orienta-
tion 

• April 23-May 1                
Spring Recess II 
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THE KING AND I 
 

CONGRATULATIONS  
and Etcetera, etcetera, et-
cetera to Mr. Victor Lee, 
Mrs. Susan Lee, and Mr. 
Kevin Pollitt and over 128 
students  who created a 
smashingly successful mu-
sical!  
 
A special thank you from 
the cast to Mrs. Trenta-
coste and her fabulous 
sewing moms who created 
such beautiful costumes. 
The cast is proud to an-
nounce that a portion of 
the proceeds will be do-
nated to the Stephen T. 
Dooley Scholarship Fund.   

THE JAPANESE STROLL GARDEN 
  Sixth grade students are participating in a special 
event, celebrating  the arts and culture of Japan.  The 
curator of the Japanese Stroll Garden in Locust Valley 
visited the school on March 31 to present a slide show 
and lecture to the students.  On May 22, the students 
will go on a field trip to the Stroll Garden for a day of 
Japanese Art and Culture, including the tea ceremony, 
bamboo flute player, Haiku poetry, brush painting, ce-
ramics, and the art of bonsai and flower arranging. 

BUDDY SYSTEM 
Fifth grade classes have begun visiting the sixth grade 
classes and enjoying lunch with their sixth grade buddy. 

 HEALTH WATCH 
  According to a new NEW YORK STATE LAW, stu-
dents entering middle school on or after September 1, 
2005, must be vaccinated against Varicella (Chicken 
Pox) OR produce verification from a physician that 
he/she has had the disease. 

ORGANIZATION SKILLS 
  Students in Mr. Strauzer’s 7th Grade French class 
recently completed a presentation in which they wrote 
their daily schedule of classes in French.  The required 
topics were the period, teacher, class, and start-
ing/ending  times.  Each student had the opportunity to 
discuss the reasons why they like/dislike the class.  Stu-
dents made posters and used Microsoft Front Page for 
this assignment.  Each student presented their assign-
ment verbally. 

CAREER DAY 
The Egan, Lee, Schwartz and Corcoran, Hakes and 
Orrego Teams will be hosting a Career Fair on 
May.13th.   The teams are looking for volunteers to 
spend the morning sharing their expertise!  Please con-
tact Mrs. Lee or Mrs. Orrego if you, or someone you 
know, would like to share career information with our 
students.   

Sixth Grade MATH-A-THON Collects 
Over $16,000 for St. Jude’s Children’s 
Hospital ! 
Under the direction of Dr. Michele Natali, the 
sixth grade Math Department hosted a MATH-A-
THON. Students chose a math workbook or math 
CD of various math problems.  For each problem 
the children completed, their sponsors made a 
donation.  The proceeds of this event were sent 
to St. Jude’s Children’s Hospital.   



Volume Three 
Issue Seven 

WORLD LANGUAGE  
DEPARTMENT 

 
Spanish T.V. Programs at 
Garden City Middle School 

  Eighth grade students in Mrs. 
Porter’s class performed in tele-
vision shows in Spanish in the 
month of February. They spent 
two weeks working in groups of 
three to six students writing the 
scripts for their shows,  and two 
weeks rehearsing their parts.   

  On the day of the performance, 
students dressed in costumes, 
brought in props and played the 
theme music to their shows. All 
of the shows were video-taped.  
Some of the shows performed 
were: Star Wars the Movie, Live 
with Regis and Kelly, Monday 
Night  Football,  QVC-   The 
Home   Shopping Club de 
España , and Gilligan’s Island.  

   All of the students did an out-
standing presentation and they 
enjoyed watching their class-
mates perform. This was an ex-
cellent activity for the students to 
practice their listening compre-
hension, speaking, reading, and 
writing skills in Spanish. 

 

Christopher Theobalt, a stu-
dent in Signora Caruthers’ 8th 
grade Italian class, entered an 
Italian poetry contest given by 
AATI (American Association of 
Teachers of Italian).  The task 
was to create an original poem 
consisting of 12-30 lines.  He 
was selected as a first prize win-
ner!   He was one of numerous 
applicants in this year’s original 
poetry competition.  His poem 
exhibits his linguistic ability, po-
etic sensibilities, and proficiency 
in Italian. Christopher will be 
presented with his prestigious 
award during a ceremony at 
Stony Brook University on April 
8th.  Tanti auguri Christopher on 
a job well done! 

MUSIC DEPARTMENT NEWS 
The Music Department is pleased 
to recognize the accomplishment 
of Mrs. Martha Boonshaft, direc-
tor of bands, who has been invited 
to guest conduct the Suffolk Coun-
try Music Educators Association’s 
Middle School All-County Band.  
This prestigious honor is be-
stowed upon prominent conduc-
tors and educators who have dis-
tinguished themselves in the field 
of music education. 

The Garden City Sprachfest musi-
cians have been fortunate to have 
great support from the music de-
partment. Mrs. Kleeman trained 
singers Eleni Andromidas,  
Katherine O’Dell, and Katie 
Reilly in a German version of 
“Edelweiss.” They were second 
place winners. Mrs. Boonshaft  
worked with Michael McConnell, 
Gary Malfa, John Derlath, Jack 
Butler, and Bill Beecher on a 
piece by J.S. Bach, for which they 
won first prize at the festival. 

The Garden City Middle School 
will be well represented at this 
year’s NYSSMA Solo and Ensem-
ble festival.  The festival gives the 
students a chance to prepare a 
solo composition and perform it in 
front of a NYSSMA qualified adju-
dicator. Scores from these audi-
tions are used in the All-County 
Festival selection process.  Over 
200 students from the band, cho-
rus, and orchestra programs, as 
well as pianists, will be taking part. 

The All-County Division I West 
Festival for grades 5 and 6 will be 
held at the Garden City Middle 
School.  Hosting this festival dem-
onstrates Garden City’s ongoing 
commitment to music education. 
Mr. Eric Mordhorst has been 
appointed as Vice President in 
charge of this festival.  Congratu-
lations to Mr. Mordhorst!  

Page 2 Middle School Department News 

 

Sprachfest 
Seventh and eighth graders from 
GCMS maintained their position 
as top winners in the 16th annual 
German language ,Sprachfest, 
hosted by the Commack Middle 
School,  winning a total of 24 
awards.  Congrats also to Mrs. 
Hecker! 

During the week of March 7 
through March 10, students of the 
middle school celebrated World 
Language Week with a host of 
events that highlighted the impor-
tance of studying foreign lan-
guage.  At lunchtime, students 
dined on ethnic entrees beside 
cafeteria windows with stained 
glass effects.  A total of 150 mu-
sic students performed lunchtime 
concert series of music by 
French, German, and  

Italian composers. Morning an-
nouncements greeted everyone 
with news in new languages. 

 

 MATH DEPARTMENT 
 The Math Department celebrated  
Pi Day by placing the value of Pi 
(3.14…….) in the main hallway.  

 

Math Olympiads 
Over 70 students participated in 
this year’s Math Olympiads.  Mrs. 
Hyde and Mrs. Orrego proud of 
the overwhelming number of stu-
dents who received pin and 
patches for their outstanding 
math skills.  The Garden City 
Middle School was awarded the 
Trophy of Excellence! 


